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1935 AEGIS 0f DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

H AN OV ER N E W HAMUPS HTIRE

Warter B. HoumEes, epiTor-in-cuier o« A. W. TacY, BUSINESS MANAGER

4/25/35
Dear liotliere~

Jour Iine letter arrdived yesterday, and you can
be sure that I was very glad to hear fronm you and find that
you were getting along all right. It must he gyuiste a reliefl
to be houe again, and I suppose by this tine you have more or
less cilicient help around the house.

We had quite a bit of exciteument early this norning,
although I didn't get in on any of it. Just as I was going teo
bed last night abojut one I heard the fire alarm blow in, but
thoughit nothing special of ite. This norning T found that old
Dartnouth Iiall had been gutted by fire, and that they had heen
Tighting it nearly all night. as you nay rencumber, the outside
of the building is brick, but the imnside is all wood. Tt was
built in its present Torm in about 1901 after the five which
destroyed the original building which was built in 1787, AL
present the outside of the building is hardly effected except
up btoward the roof, but the inside on the north side is very
badly burnt. On the south side the dapage is slight. Everything
so Tar secus to indicate that the Tire was delibrately set, and
thiere are several indications that the fire bug attempted to
Tite the other buildings in the old vow at the same time. A
scphoilore in Ricliardson, one of the nearby dorms, woke up about
one thirity hearing sowme one in his roon. Ile got up, wamt out,
anc saw sone one slip out of the roon. e had had a sack of
oranges, and the sack and the paper covers of the oranges had
been piled along with soume other loose paper in the middle of
his desk and set oun fire. Of course he was able to put it out
irmuediately.

The local volunteer fire squad seems to have been
as inefecti¥e .as ever. When they arrived the fire was large,
but not uncontrolable. It was localized in tle basenent, and
ap 2:30 they thought was about finished. They forgot to watch
the insides of the walls, however, and it was not until the
windows on the second floor Dhegan to glow that they realigzed
that it had spread up hetween parititions. Tt soon reached the
roolf, and as a result, the roof is practically all gone, what
with the fire and the [irewen. They say a very large crowd
gathered in spite oi' the early hour, and some of the students
Lept making wise cracks about the rather clumsy efforts of the
Yire righters. The chief, who is, I% thinik, supposed to he a
professional, was on a ladder on the second floor, and he was
80 anmnoyed that he turned the hose on the crowd. Some one
shouted, "This is no itime to play. Put out the fire Tirst",
This is supposed to have settled the chief for sone time. The
studends are never serious on occasions like this, and I suppose
they were very annoying, but there was probably some justifica-

tion in their criticisus.
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The danage is estimated at 360,000, and T think
this is very conservative, as the building will prohably have
Lo be entirely rehuilt inside. It%s.not a had idea; although
only thirty years old it was well Worn and guite out of date.
fieed iiall was reconstructed during my Treshuan year. It is
still the same outside, but inside it is quite nodern. I
suppose the college carried heavy insurance on the old bhuilding,
but the rates vere probably high, as it was obviously a fire
trap.

I saw Eddie Williams this morning, and he asked
about you. ilis mother had written him, and he was glad you were
repored to e doing well, a lthough sorry that the operation had
been necessary. Let e lmow your Cormenceinient plans os soon
as possible, as I will have to be getting alfter the rooms.

Dick says he thinks the college sets aside a dorrritory for the
Jomilf%or Seniors, and if sueh is the case you will be sure

of Lwving a place. I don't know how uuch the college charges,

and oi' course it would probably be nicer to stay in a private

.

hone if meEsssxsry possible.

I hope you won't letv Daddy irorget what I said in
my last about :ioney. Painful as the subject is, T Teel as though
I ought to remind you. The Senior tax this year is 3$15. This
covers a large nuiber o. activities, and it is supposed to be
raid by iHay 10. Iloiise parties are couring too. I asked Piniy,
but she says she can't come, so I guess I won't have anvone.
This eifects only a siight saving, as the 34 house tax has to
be paid whether I have a girl or not. I thought I might ask
frances Deyys, since she is now a "lady of leisure", to quote
Lier own plrase, but I don't suppose she would come. llowever,
Lher writing to me just heforE Carnival was a suspicious cireum-
stance. The parties are liay 3 and 4,

I an vritving this from the Aegis office. The bhook
is coning along pretty well nowe. The proof is coming in rapidly
and it locks very good. Our printers say that they have never
helore reccived such cooperation from a year book staff, Whether
this is true or not, we have been Tairly good abhout getting
work in nearly on time. The hook will he ready by the middle
of lay, we lave every reason to believe. Only 400 copies have
been bought in advance, but we are rather confident of selling
at least 700, It will Bhe best book put out here [or sone vears.

( Weil, dear, I don't believe I have anything more
to say. Take good care of yourself, and get good and well real
soon. Let me hear frequently how you are getting along; make
Janie write once in a widle. Give my love &o all the folksﬁ
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